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Not unuſefull in this preſent Year, 
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|  UR- Miſcarriages at Sea have been ſuch, 
() and thoſe aggravated with ſo | avs loſs, 

damaye and miſchievous and dangerous 
conſequences, as require a Perſon of rare Inven- 


” 


tion, of equal Impudence, and void of all ſenſe 
of honour and love to his Countrey , to com- 
poſe a Vindication, for ſo. much as with con- 
&e and hope of ſucceſs , endeayour to co- 
ver them ; and People of no leſs ſtupidity and 
eaſineſs to be impoſed upon by ſuch pretences; 
Such in ſhort, as none will offer to excuſe, who 
either are not Partners in the Crime, or no good 
Frientls to the Cauſe. iT "ER 
And: as the Miſcarriages are too om: to be 
covered , ſo 1s the loſs, damage and evil Con- 
ſequence. thereof too, great to. be | buried, in 
obliviog. In point, of honour they.on ht to be 
enquired into ſtrialy , and puniſhed. ſeverely 
for ſatisfa&tion to the orld ;* And 7 point of 
Juſtice no leſs, for ſatisfaftion to all our Confea- 
rates in the ſame common Cauſe, which ſuf- 
fers much by the diſappointment. And cer- 
tainly no. leſs ought to be done in porn both 
of Juſtice and Intereſt , for ſatisfation. at home, 
both' to'the whole' Nation in general, not well 
pleaſed to ſee their Trade thus at » ſtand, and 
their Money the while waſted upon a Company.of 
debaiiched, impious, wicked Wretches, with fo lit- 
tle' effe&. And more particularly, to the Sea- 
men., who think it hard', that they . who, are 
willing to ſerve their: Countrey under Officers 
whom they like, ſhould be forced to ſerve un- 
der ſuch as they think neither; otherwiſe well 
qualified, nor very good Friends either to them, 
or to'the Cauſe they engage in ; To all which, 
we miſt add another point of Prudence, to 
prevent the like for the future, by  Caſbiering 
ſich as are found guilty, or not we _- fied for 
the ſervice , however they came by their places ; 
And by good examples of, neceſſary Diſcipline to 
deter others from wane what they are = 
: for ; 02. froai deferring ox, negleiting what 
Eh have orice nadert kt: And certainly 
that to which ſo many Obligations and conſi- 
derable Motives do concur , muſt needs be ve- 
ry neceſfary ; and it would therefore be a great 
ſign of a very weak and languiſhing State , to 
let ſo great and miſchievous Miſcarriages be 


Brief Eeads of ſome S eaſonable Refleftions upon the 
Miſcarriages at Sea, &c. 


from Virtue and Bravery in our Navy; aud ts 


| Lgngly pate over, under the cover of ſuc 
[uperiicual pretences as Every Tarpaulinand Cork 
201-Seaman can fee through ; withour ſor 
. proportionable Animadyerſion upon the Delir 
quents , and effeQual Purgation and Reformar 
on of the Fleet upon ſuch.notorious occaſions: 
*The M:/chief [in 1690] I know'is:common 

y nod to qur Admiral Torrington :. Bu 
that hg. onely. ſhould be culpable in this buli 
neſs. doth not at all ſeem probable ;. It is ne 


- 


likely he would have behaved himſelf as he did. 
if he. had not had ſome encouragement, at lex 
by a willing and eafie compliance... And 't 
Iikely if the truth were known-,- there wer 
ſeveral ccefſaries not.onely at Sea, but at Lay 
alſo : Such was the behaviour of others ar Seq 
that the Seamen generally blame the Officers,” y 

few excepred. | 


It. was then obferved , a | 
1, That 2 great part of the Commanders wes 


abſolute Creatures of Torrington ; and to ſpea 
plain, many of thoſe Gentlemen are eſteem! 
ro underſtand better how to dreſs , and. to eat an 


drink well, &c . than to perform a Charge whis 
requires great diſcretion and reſolution. | 
.,2-. That the Condutt of thoſe Gentlemen 1 
be refieffed upon, that have ſuffered one Perſon a - 
moſt fo fill the Fleet with his own Creatures ; | 
120 more regard t0 the qualifications of Vih 
tle a id Merit than to prefer fn nd wife p 
avotur and, affettion; or according to the tins 
they have ſeryed in the Fleet : S# that there gy 
in ſome Second and Third Rates, Mn that hawys + 
ven little or no proof of their worth ; when other 
_ bove an arſtinguiſhed themſelves 
ave either been wholly negl, t int 
ſmall Ships. NE om | 
. 3- That chis fort of Commanders ave 510w3 tx 
a Had of -an Lo _ make it their fore = ” 
70 introduce Men of their own Stamp into thoſe Enca 
ployments; maintaining a kind f animoſity an { 
hatred againſt thoſe perſons who are not of their tems, 
per , and are put into. Men of War Z the ſak 
of their Experience or Merit; Than which there 


can be nod readier way to introduce @ degeneracy 


loſe our ancient Reputation for Maritime prrfore 
mances ; when the Management ſhall come into the 
: A 2 | handi 


bands of Men of little Experience or CondufF. Of 
which our late Difgrace is too freſh an In- 


CC. ! 

' 4+. That many of theſe Commanders are ſo ha- 
ted by the Seamen , that .a Mutiny ts rather to be 
apprehended from them, than a going cheerfully 
80 adventure their Lives with them. 

' 5g. That there might be matter enough found 
'to-charge diverſe Officers, and ſhew that there 
'#s an abſolute neceflity of making a great BRe= 
form in the Fleet, and no leſs in the Dffice of rhe 
-Sdantrelty. = 


o ſay, withoat pretending to be a Prophet, that 
xe thalt never regatn our Toft Honour. / 
Theſe were the Obſervations then made; To 
proceed ; The Mi{chiefs to this Nation and to 
the Common Cauſe are greater. already than 
moſt Men are well aware of: We have prome- 
ed nothing ; are in no better a condition than 
6 were 1n the Spring laſt was Twelve month. 
Qur Condition has been much like that of a be- 
wiichzd Cart ; We have whitp'd, and heav'd, and 
nade a great ſtir, and yet are in effet but where 
Wwe Were. | 'F 
| Beſides the loſs of ſo much .time , We have 
loſt.a great many Lives; We have loſt much 
bf our Trade, not only at Sea, but at Land alſo; 
and beſides, loſt it to our Enemies, which makes 
in effe& a double Loſs to us. And all theſe 
re Loſſes aftually ſuſtained : But in a true and 
Eſtimate of the Miſchief, the Hazards and 
Dangers it has brought us into , ought alſo to 
ze computed : The Common Hazard of War, and 
therein: of the King's perſon ; and to omit ma- 
ny others, The hazard of a Diſſolution of the Con- 
acy ; and that makes the improvement of 
Opportunity th2 more valuable , and fo 
nuch the. more . aggravates the Miſcarriage of 
hoſe who hinder it : * And tho' no ſuch thin 
h yer happened, yetare we by this means Nill 
3 more and more+«danger of-it, both by reaſon 
ff the Charges of the War ſo long-continued, and 
pf many unexpefted Accidents which may oc- 
tur before the next Summer; So that the Miſ- 
hiefs and Diſappointments we have had, and 
nay ſtill expe&, if the Occaſions be not remo- 
ed , are. ſufficient to- make all that have any 
nſe and concern look about them. 
* The immediate Occaſions of- theſe Diſappoint- 
nents, Which have all proceeded from the miſ- 
triages of the Perſons employed, were the im- 
Ping ſuch Perſons as were - not. duly qualified ? 


pployed them ; that is, who either by Autho- 
ty, or by Recommendation, . were the. immes. 


6. That until we are ſoreformed, 1 dare preſime- 


And this leads us dire&ly to the Perſons who 


[ 2 ] 


diate Cauſes or Occaſions that they were im- 
ployed. Ir is true, on were all imployed -by 
the King, in ſome reſpe&, as by his Authority ; 
but all or moſt , either immediately by others , 
who were intruſted and commilſionated by 
him ; or at leaft by the Recommendations, Per- 
ſuaſions or Advice of others : And if any of 
theſe did AQ therein upon any ſiniſter ref pects, 
they were really. and effeCtually Acceſlaries ro 


the Diſappoinments which proceeded from the R 


Miſcarriages of the Perſons ſo employed. 

Now, what ſmiſter reſpeFs might prevail in 
this matter , and might therefore be the origi- 
nal Occaſions of the Employment of ſach Per 
ſons , 15 not hard'to' be perceived by any man 
who conſiders the preſenc diſpoſition of a great 
part of this Nation, and eſpecially of thoſe 
who ſcuffle for Places , or are very forward to 
catch at them. "There was not any Vice more 
propagated by the evil example of Rinz Charles 
the Second: than Greedineſs, Unfaithfulueſs and” 
Kuavery. The Nation was cheated of their Mo- 
ney '"by corrupting their Repreſeatarives in Par- 
liament ; Thus came art laſt to ſome of the groſ- 


{ſt Knaveries ; Shutting up the Exchequer ; 


Seizing Peoples Charity for the Redemption of 
Slaves; and Surprizing the Dutch Syyrna Fleet. 
And by ſuch means were thoſe about him 
taught-ro doe the like ; and even to cheat him- 
ſelf; which prodiiced ſuch' a general corrupti- 
on in that reſpect, that Cheating and Knavery 
came into faſbion ; but this. was not all, it had 
this other pernicious Trafluence, chat many, e- 
ven of thoſe who were'not corrupted by it, ſo 
far as to plain Knavery, were yer plainly there- 
by infeted with inſatiable Avarice: And the 
onely Wiſedomt then in faſhion was , Self-preſer- 
vation, and Self-ſeeking, Pretences of Loyalty and 
Zeal for the Grvernment ; And Self-intereſt paſ- 
ſed current, as an excufable, if not-commenda- 
ble End of all mens Attions : But the im- 
provement of all —_ and making the beſt 
of ones own was unqueſtionable. And ſuch in 
particular was, the ſelling of ÞPlfaces; rece:- 
wving of Gratifications for th:m ; or, conferrin 
them by way of Gratification or for Aff etion to Ree 
lations and Friends ; without much regard to 
the ſervice of the Publick. This had fo tar pre- 
vailed then; and excited ſuch Einulation and 
Appetite in moſt SpeQtators , and many who 
were then kept off at a diſtance; that ir is 
not credible that it ſhould have ceafed of it ſelf 
ſince the late Revolution, which brought many 


more Incentives with it , but hath nor yer pro. - 


duced any ſuch Charms: as were like to ay it. 
This therefore may very well be believed to be 
Oheg . 
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6ne of thoſe nifter reſpeFs which may have 
prevailed in this Caſe. For my own patt , 


* I was never privy to any ſuch 

* But they Negotiations for the Buying 
ſay Sa. Wil- and Selling of Offices, but for 
lys was. the reaſons before mentioned 
and others, beſides common Re- 

port upon the obſervation of the Courſe of our 
Afﬀairs; I make no queſtion of it. And I hope 
the late Miſcarriages at Sea will make this buſi- 
neſs be more narrow look'd into for the fu- 


rure. 
They who have ſo little ſenſe of the- Con- 


-cerns of their Countrey , as to diſpoſe of pub- 


lick Places, and Offices of Truft for private 


gain to themſelves, will be apt to doe as much 


for Favour and Aﬀed#ion to their private Friends 
and Relations, without regard to their- merit 


-or qualifications for the ſervice of the Publick. 


ut, | 
| Beſides theſe, there is another Siniſter Reſpe# 
which is very prevalent upon- many , who it 
may be ſcorn to take money upon any ſuch 
Account, and uſually impoſeth upon them , 
under the appearance of ſervice to the Publick, 
to the King, and to the Government, and that 
is Faction. This hath had no ſmall ſhare in 
the introducing of many very ill men into 
Employments, and oopiug out very many good, 
cordially affeed to the Government , and as 
well qualified for the Service ; and: by theſe, 


and other means beſides , bath been a principal- 


occaſion of retarding our progreſs , and of the 


Dapowants we have met with. 


is Nation hath been long peftered with a 
Combination of two. tous Factions ; and 
from them and the Principles of their Genera- 
tion hath. lately upon the late Revolution pro- 


ceeded a third,. and that the moſt dangerous of 


all-; So that now it is become a Triple Fac= 
tion, The two former were the old Court 
Fattion , and- the old Church Faction. The 
third , which hath riſen. of late, do moſt of 
them agree with the former in other matters ; 
Bur being perſuaded that King Fames could not 
any. way forfeit his Right, nor did really abdi- 
cate it ; believe he hath fill a Right; and yer 
not ſatisfied to ſit ſtill, will needs engage in ſuch 
Employments as oblige them to. aCt in Gounc//, 
or in War, againſthim, whom notwithſtanding 
they believe to be their King de Zure : And thus; 
while they own two Maſters, and cannot poſ- 
ſibly ſerve. both', they are in great danger-to 


ſerve neither. fairhfully. 


As to the dſpeigos Places , they all agree 
in this, to keep out. all they can, who. are not of 


their Party, though*otherwiſe never fo cordidl 
Friends to King Wiliam and Queen Mary, and 
the preſent Settlement ; [never ſo zealous for 
the the Common Cauſe , never To well quali- 
fied for the Service , never ſo Pious and Vertu- 
ous, if they be not of the Party or Fattidn : © 
But be they but zealous for the Intereſt "of 
their Party, though they be never ſo virions, 
debauch'd or protane ; never ſo empty and 
ſhallow, never to bluſtering and inconſiderate, 
never ſo meanly qualified ; they ſhall be em- 
braced as honeſt men ; Nay, as qwd Chnrch 
of England men; and recommended to ferve. 
in Employments of the greateſt weight an@#- 
moment. And while they all agree to keep out 
all that are not of their Party, this New Facz 
tion takes care to bring in as many as they can 
of theirs; That is, ſuch as acknowledge King 
James his Right ftill to remain and continue ; but 
for their own advantage will pretend and un- 
dertake to a& againſt him. By theſe means is 
the King and Kingdom deprived of the Service | 
of a great part of the beſt and moſt ſerviceable 
of the People : And our Offices and Places are 
filled with Perſons of no worth , or of as little” 
AﬀeCtion to the Service ; and ſuch as are apt” 
upon occaſion by ſecrer Services, to ingratiate 
themſelves with King 7ames ; and fo cunning, 
as not to difoblige him by overaQting to his 
prejudice , when they can with any colour 
avoidat; And how any great work managet- 
by People ſo affeted to-1t 1s like to ſucceed, is 
no hard-matter to guels. 

That this 1s plainly our Caſe, cannot but be' 


eaſily perceived by all Parties ; by ſome with na 


little datisfattion, and by others with no lefs in-* 
dignation and trouble ; to ſee ſo noble and ar* 
firſt ſo proſperous a Cauſe, thus obftrafted and 
diſappointed, by a mixture of virious and. care-" 
leſs, and of treacherous -and- unfaithfull People ;- 
while others, who are both ſerious and heartily 
affeFed to tt are kept out of the Service. 

Two or three things may be with a great deal 
of ae propoſed for the'moſt ef; ' hel-* 

ing this: | 

: 1. That the King , who hath ſo far expoſed 
his own Royal Perſon to danger for us ; may * 
mot be longer - deprived of the ſervice of ſuch 
as are his ſiricere Friends, and ready to doe the 
like for him, and for the Nation. 

2. That We never expoſe 'a good Cauſe by * 
ſo mean Compliance as to commir matters- of * 
great Truſt and Weight to-:ſuch as are not en« © 
tirely for it, but whoſe declared Principles * 
make fuch a Condeſcention as little honourable -* 
as late,. To be plaur, the People of this Na--" 

: FLO} + 


| 
| 
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tion being divided in Opinian upon the late 
Re-olution, part holding that the right of 
.the late King James, by his own AQtons, and 
the Declaration thereupon of the Zords and 
Commons, by their Repreſentatives fairly cho- 
ſen; is fully determined, and that the Royal 
Authority is juſtly and effeQually, to all intents 


| - and purpoſes transferred to” the preſent King 


.and Qzeer : But others being of opinion that 
King James is ſtill King de jure, and King W:1- 
liam only King de fa#o.: "Theſe laſt are again 


| _ -divided among themſelves into two or three 


-parties ; One part being ſatisfied to live peace- 
ably under the Government, but not to ſwear 
Allegiance to the preſent King , nor aft under 
-him againft the former ; Another part being 
zealous for the reſtoring of King Fames; And 
a-third of ſuch, who tho* they declare their 
Opinion, that King James is ſtill King we jure, 
yet make no ſcruple to a& under the preſent 
King, not only in Civil Matters , but in ſuch 
matters of State and War, wherein they muſt 
either a&t direAly againſt him whom they ac- 
knowledge to have the Right, or elſe be falſe 
to. him who entruſts'em. And this is the Pary- 
77 that I mean : Whom, becauſe I cannot ſee 
ow in Conſcience they can a& as they do, 1 
cannot ſee how in "25 mqge they can be truſted ; 
For theſe are the Men whom T apprehend to 
have been the: moſt effeual Remora's in our 
1 ings, and chief Occaſions or Inſtruments 

_ an all our diſappointments. 
And indeed I have all along from the begin- 
- -ning_ look'd upon' a'certain Condeſcention- to a 
Compliance with ſome of this Party, to be one 
f Sy falſe Steps which have been made 
| e beginning of the Revolution, a thing 
as inconſiſtent-with rue Divinity as with rue 
Policy; I will leave the Error in Divinity here 
mmitted; to the Confideration of thoſe whoſe 
ffice it: was to have diſcerned and given faith» 
- Full notice of it: But for the Error in Policy, 
Jince We feel ſo much of it, I think it greatly 
concerns the King and'King«om, that 1t be well 
underſtood and 1peedily redrefled. By that one 
<Condeſcention'which F mentioned before, - was 
Much of that 'great Authority and true Majeſty 
- which: the ſpecial Providence of Goa: had con- 
ferred upon his inſtrument, unhappily loſt and: 
ſubjefed to a Party not entire fir his Intereſt : 
For thereby. was the whole Party, whereof 
many were doubrfull before, greatly confirmed 
and. anumated,, and: raiſed ' above their expeQa- 
tions and themſelves. Nor was this all ; for 
this: made others who were not otherwiſe of 


-. 


the Party, ſeeing the Stream run ſo ſtrong. that 
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way, preſently fall in with them ; Ss that thetr 

Numbers wer? thereby increafed by the Cort- 

currence of many, who regarding only which 

ſide was moſt prevalent, wonld as readily have 

joyhed with thoſe, who being fully ſatisfied 

with the Juſtice of the Canſe, were cordial and 

entire Friends to it, had they appeared as pow- 

erfull in favour at Court. And this, as it made 

them appear more conſiderable to others, ſo 

that, when they obſerved it, made them ſtill 

more confident to proMoere ſuch Perſons and 

Things, as, if throughly examined , will be 

found to have been more for the ſeryice of the 

late King Zames, and the French Ring, than of 
the _ King and the Confederates, Not on- 

ly ſuch as were heretofore Creatures of the Late 

King, but ſuch as few thought well affe&ed to 

this, have been firſt recommenated, and afterwards 

ſecured, even from' the effe&ual proceedings of 
the Parliament itſelf. And this again hath pro- 

daced another miſchievous Conſequence, that 

generally ſuch as depend upon their Employ- 

ments, obſerving how all 'Miſcarriages ate cos 

vered, and either wholly vindicated, or greatly 

extenuated, and the Agents prote&ed and ſecu- 
red ; They dare not ſpeak out what they know, 
for fear of diſobliging , not only this power=s 
fall Party, but even the Criminals themſelves ; 
And as foul and groſs a Miſcarriage as this hath 
been of the late Jdniiral/ar Sea; it is generally 
believed by ſuch as converſe much with Seamen, 
that many are aftaid to diſoblige him if they 
ſhould  fpeak' out. I thinkfit to op here, this 
being ſutficient' to” demonſtrate ro any man of 
ſenſe, in how dangerous a Condition' the King 
and Queen are, of being delivered up as an Zx- 
piatory Sacrifice to their Enemies; and theſe Na« 
7i0ris of being involved” in” Blood and Confuſion ; 
and from whence all'this datiger comes: - 

But without further Refle&jons: upon” what 
is paſt, we are-now to look forward what is 
now to be dene, and what ate thoſe good arid 
effeFual means to ſet us free from our impedi- 
ted'and' erichanted: Condition. 6 

And the firſt thing to be done is to lay a 
good: foundation 70 ſecure the Favour and Bleſſmg 
of the Divine'Providente: and'the only way to 
do that, is to'retnove the Curſed Thing which 
hath all this while interpofed and with-held 
them' from' us: And ir muſt be begun by a 
ſpeedy, reſolute and effeQtual Reformation of the 
great Impiety and Wickedneſs of the Nation. 
And this muſt be bzgun by the Xing himſelf; 
*Tis his Duty, as well as his Wiſdom, to en- 
courage Virtue and: Piety, and diſcountenance 
Vice and Wickedneſs by the Diſpenſation 'of his 

Favours, 


ons 


"i . 


ed; I ne&d 


TS! 


Favaurs, and Demanſtration of his Diſpleaſure 
cordingly: But becauſe I find no reaſon to 
Subs of his own good Iiclinations to fo good 
a work, I ſee but-two Things further necetfiry 
ro be noted to this purpaſe: The one, that he 
__ _ _— from his preſence ſuch 
erſons, eſpecially Clergy-Men, as he hath found 
either Roof Geanlalters or Falſe Guides in a matter 
of 10, apparent duty and great importance: to 
himſelf and the Nation. The other, that he 
likewiſe-beware, :that he partake not in the Sins 
of the late Kings, by ſetting up zotoriows Ex- 
amples of Vice and Wickedneſs in honour or great 
places. And upon this. occaſion I cannot bur 
take notice of what I have been told, by one 
who ſaid he was preſent, That ew0 of the princi- 
pal Officers of our Heer (whom he named) when 
they had received the. Sacrament to qualifie them 
far their Employment, entertained themſelves at 
Dinner with pleaſant Diſcourſe of what Wimnen 
d whoſe Wives they had debauch'd : Such im- 
10usS Perſons, ought to be abominated by all 
flen, as Enerues of God and Men. We cannot 
expe& the Bleſſing of God ro be with us, till 


theſe, Scandals and Abominations be removed, 


ther by the Reformation, or Removal of the 
Perſpns, or by the Daftrution of moſt of them 
in a long continued War-, without honour to 
the King, or ſatisfaQtion:to the People, till that 


be done. 
. This foundation being laid, the next buſineſs 


\ be, to put the | wy. 5 of our Aﬀairs 
into, the.hands offach as the. King may reaſon- 
ly confide in; for their integrity and affe&ion 
to his Cauſe, and ſufficient qualifications for the 
Imployments committed to them. 
have already diſtinguiſhed, with relation to 
this buſineſs, four ſarts of People in this Nation ; 
One.part who are. zealous-for reſtoring of the 
late King, and that theſe are not to be employ- 
not. uſe. many. words to demonſtrate. 
Another oct are ſuch, who.from ſome miſta- 
ken Notions of Gqvernment, are perſuaded that 
the late King hath ftl-aRight; but conſiderin 
wn and what Contuſtons and Miſchief j 


were. thereby begun, and likely to have been 


brought upon theſe Nations, are ſenſible of the - 


Providence and Mercy of God in ſending us ſuch 
a Deliverance, and are willing- to enjoy it in 


quiet. And theſe, in my apprehenſion , are. 


right honeſt Men, and deſerve all the favour and 
kindneſs they can in reaſon deſire. 
A third ſort are of thoſe, who have the ſame 


Opinion of the Right of King 7ames, that the. 


former have, and will not recognize the preſent - E 
King and Queen to be rightfull King and Queen ; 


yet make no fcruple to fwear Allegiance te 
them , to a& under their Authority ; and not 
only ſo, but to a& in Council and War againſt 
him, whom they believe ro have the Righr ſtill. 
Fheſe may be concluded to be Men of hettle- 
Conſcience, Honeſty or Honour, and rhat..as 
our preſent Cafe is, Employments are not to be- 
committed to Perſons of that Opinion. For it is 
lainly to tempt him firſt rd'be falſe to his own” 
Lonſcience for the ſake of th: Employment, and 
next to be falſe ro him who employs him for 
his Conſcience fake. | 
And now as to the ſpecial Qualifications of 
the Perſons to be employed. 4 
Two things ſeem very neceſſary for the King; 
in this reſpe&; The one to have the beſt Infor- 
mation he can; The other to uſe his own Li-- 
berty without confinement, in the choice of the 
fitteſt Perſons for his ſervice ; And if due care 
be taken to put the Navy and” the Militia into- 
good hands, Tt am well ſatisfied rh» King hath- 
the great Boaly of the ape B entire for him, . 
that he may very well deipife all fuch Bugbear 
pretences of th2 power of any Perſons or Par=- 
ties, as ſome have ſuggeſted and publiſhed in 
Prmt ; and this will certainly more and more. 
I unite the hearts of all the People to 
im. 
That T may bring thefe things which T have - 
been diſcourſing, to the point in hand; T muſt 
ſay plainly, that 4s our Feet hath beew this year- 
baffled"; fo it 15 plain, that the fault was not in 
our Mariners or Seamen ; For to'do them right, 
it 15 believed this Nation was-never better provi 
ded wwh. ble Seamen ; and it is certain, there 3s: 
20 part of the Nation mare honeſt and firm for the 
Proteſtant Religion, the Proſperity and ur 
of their.Countrey, and the preſent Government. - 
But though we' be alſo as well furniſhed with 
able Capt aius, yer were our Men of War generally 
filled with ſuch Captains and Officers, as fews- 
Merchants would entruſt with a Ship of 200 Tun : 
And: as this doth neceffirily lead us to reflect 
upon the Commiſſioners of the Jdmtraltp ; 
ſo it is the general opinion of our Mer. 
chants and- Seamen, that the Commiſſioners. 
themſelves are as ill iqual:fied for their Un= 
dertaking, as the Officers they employ ; and that 
not only in reſpe& of Skill and Ability, but 
in reſpe&- of Fidelity alſo, if it be true that-- 
there} have been Zi/ts offered» to them of. very - 
able Seamen for Captains and: Officers, who were 
very ready to have ſerved their King and Coun« - 
trey, (though wanting not Employment or-. 
tes, they would neither Purchaſe nor Perti- 
tion for any ſuch,) y«* were all negleFed ; That 
Carne: 
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Commiſſions indeed have. been offered to ſome, 
but ſo far beneath their Quality, that it-may be 
' thought rather a trick to affront them, and make 
them refuſe, and then pretend they would nor 
ſerve, than any- Loa: intention to employ 

: | them: That * others. who. have 
* Capt. Coltſ- been encouraged to raiſe Men, when 
worth of New- they had raiſed them and brought 
, caſtle, them up at no little charge, have 
| | been: turned off without any ſatis- 
 Fafion. Certain it is, that this poor Naz70n hath 

been long made a Prey of by a Pompey of greedy 
. Fermin, who have intruded into Offices with- 
out any ſenſe of the Service of the Publick, 


- *but meerly for- their private advantage; and 


. have uſed them accordingly: And while we ſee 
the ſame eyil Genius as buſie as ever, and ſuch 
. diſappointments ; this is ſufficient ground of 
: ſuſpition. And therefore ſince ſuch things are 
"en tall'd on, it 1s fit they ſhould be look'd into ; 
 - that if upon an honeſt enquiry, they be found 
'to be true, they may be duely puniſhed and re- 
- drefs'd for the future; and if not true, that the 
Minds of the People may be ſatisfied upon good 
and folid Grounds. 
And for the weareſs of theſe matters for the 
Future , certainly the King can take no better 
| , than to ſend for ſome of the moſt in- 
lligent Merchants that are intire and.hearty 
| r him, and for ſome of the moſt experienced 
_ and conſiderable Sea-Caprains and Commanders, 
who have been-bred in that Employment, and 
.not corrupted in the late Reigns, and diſcourſe 
freely with them ; By this means he . himſelf 
+, may come to a true underſtanding.both of 
- | : Matters and Perſons, and be able to make a. bet- 
*- ter choice than hath yet been ,. or is like to be 
made for him by others: And would he pleaſe 
to reſolve to give Commiſſions to none but 
fach as by their own intereſt among the Sea- 
men were able to bring in moſt Men without 
preſſing, and to all ſuch , we ſhould ſee mat- 


ters ſoon well amended. This Nation at this 
ime, notwithſtanding all the wicked arts which 
_ © have een uſed to corrupt and debaſe it, dath not 


want Nen fit for great AFions , if proper Me- 
.thods were uſed to invite them to "4 Burt the 


Courſes which have been uſed of late ; have 
been ſo well: fitted | to attratt onely the Scanr 


and Froth of the Nation, that they may 'reaſo- 


nably be thought to have been introduced and” 


promoted by tuch as had no great kindneſs for 


1-IP 7 0e.5 | 
Having tranſcribed theſe foregoing Heads of . 


an excellent Work of a moſt 


I had it in my thoughts to have fabjoyned 4 


few Qu2ries in relation. to our more late Miſ- 
carriages and Diſappointments ; but I am per. 
ſuaded to defer them , till it ſhall appear how 
this ſheet will be accepted ; and therefore ſhall 
conclude with a Gntrant N extratted from 
a licenſed Treatiſe, entiruled, Bc preſent State 
of Europe, or the Hiſtorical and Political monthly 
Mercury, ( For the Month of Auguſt, 1691.) 
Advice from Rome and Italy, Page 280. 
Monfieur Bullonde was ſeized by the Order of 
the French King , for his * Miſcarriage in the 
Siege of Cont, and being examined, he was ſo 
clearly convinced of the faults he had committed, 
ihat he had not a word to ſay for himſelf ; And 
"ris ſaid that he is ſent to Pierre Anciſe , where 
he us like to undergo a long Penance for his want 
of \Courage. | 
Refiettions upon the foregoing Advice,Page 286. 
Thus we ſee the Molt Chriſtian King cannot a- 
void the Ignominy of this ill Succeſs, bh by cal- 
ling to account the Perſon that commanded at the 
Siege of Coni. —— 'Tis very true that Monſieur 


Bullonde 7s 207 to be excuſed if he received Mouſieur 


Catinat's Orders. Foz and Bat, are bur idle 
excuſes in War, after expreſs Commands re- 
ceived : And if they were puniſhed who gat the 
Viftory, when they had Orders not to fight; how 
much more 1s diſobedience ta-be chaſftiſed, when 
attended with il Succeſs * *Tis a frivolous pre« 
tence for Bullonde to. ſay that he fbould have bas 
zarded the loſs of all the Men that he commanded 
had he obſerved the General's Orders; -'Twas for 
him to obey tho' he periſhed; Then all the' fault, 
had there been any, had fallen the General 
and Monſieur Bullonde had hal no more to doe , 
but to ſhew his Orders for his Juſtification. 

By this we ſee how exaf# France is to puniſh 
Faults committed. | | 
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